Againſt the FRENCH KING. 
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T having pleaſed Almighty God to make Us the happy Inftruments of Reſcuing theſe Nations from Great and Im- 
9=> minent Dangers, and to place Us upon the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, We think Our Selves obliged to endea-» 
Z2HA, vour.to the uttermoſt to Promote the Welfare of Our People, which can never be effeually ſecured, but by 
Þ &} preventing the Miſeries that threaten them from Abroad. 
nn When we conſider the many unjuſt Methods the French King hath of late Years taken to gratifie his Ambition, 
AA that he has not only Invaded the Territories of the Emperor, and of the Empire now in Amity with Us, laying 
© Waſte whole Countries, and deſtroying the Inhabicants by his Armies, but Declared War againſt Our Allies with- 
out any Provocation, in manifeſt Violation of the Treaties Confirmed by the Guaranty of the Crown of England ; 
We can do no leſs then Joyn with Our Allies in oppoſing the Deſigns of the French King, as the Diſturber of che 

NIN Sv Peace, and the Common Enemy of the Chriftian World. | 
7 Dy Fern. 20,5 oC , And beſides the Obligations We lieander by Treaties with Our Allies, which are -a ſufficient Juſtification of Us 
COUMNE UCC! PV for taking up Arms at this time, ſince they have called upon Us ſo to do, the many Injuries done to Us and to Our 
:Subje&s, without any Reparation, by the French King, are ſuch; that (however of late Years they were not taken Notice of, for Reaſons well known 
.to the World, nevertheleſs) We will not paſs them over without a Publick and Juſt Reſentment of ſuch Outrages. 

Ir is not long ſince the French took Licences from the Engliſh Governor of New-found-Land, to Fiſh in the Seas upon that Coaſt, and paid a Tribute 
for ſuch Licences, as an Acknowledgment of the ſole Right of the Crown of Englard to that Iſland ; and yet of late, the Encroachments of the 
Frexch upon Our ſaid Iſland, and Our Subjects Trade and Fiſhery,have been more like the Invaſions of an Enemy, then becoming Friends,who enjoy'd 
.the Advantages of that Trade only by Permiſſion. | 

- But.chat the French King ſhould Invade Our Charibbee Iſlands, and poſſeſs himſelf of Our Territories of the Province of New-York and of Hudſon's. 
Bay in a Hoſtile manner, ſeizing Our Forts, burning Our Subje&s Houſes, and enriching his People with the Spoil of their Goods and Merchandizes, 
.detaining ſome of Our Subjects under the Hardſhip of Impriſonment, cauſing others to be inhumanely Kkill'd, and driving the reſt to Sea in a ſmall 
'Veſlel, without Food and Neceſlaries to ſupport them, are Actions not becoming even an Enemy 3; and yet he was ſo far from declaring himſelf 
ſo, that at thatvery-time he was Negotiating here in England by his Miniſters, a Treaty of Neutrality and good Correſpondence in America. 

The Proceedings of the French King againſt Our Subjects in Zurope are ſo Notorious, that We ſhall not need ro enlarge npan them ; His counte- 
-nancing the Seizure of Engliſh Ships by French Privateers, forbidding the Importation of great part of the Product and ManufaQtures of Our King- 
.dom, and impoſing exorbitant Cuſtoms upon the reſt, notwithſtanding the vaſt Advantage he and the French Nation reap by their Commerce with 
England, are ſufficient Evidences of his Deſigns to deſtroy the Trade, and conſequently to ruine the Navigation, upon which the Wealth and Safety 
-of this Nation very much depends. ORs 

The Right of the Flag, Inherent in the Crown of England,-. has been Difputed by his Orders in Violation of Our Sovereignty of the Narrow Seas, 
which in all Ages bas been Aſerted by Our Predeceſlors, and We are reſolv'd to Maintain for the Honour of Our Crown, and of the Engliſh Nation. 

But that which muſt nearly touch Us, is his unchriſtian Proſecution of many of Our Engliſh Proteſtant Subjects in France, for matters of Religion,* 
contrary to the Law of Nations, and expreſs Treaties, forcing them to abjure their Religion by ftrange and unuſual Cruelties, and Impriſoning 
ſome of the Maſters and Seamen of Our Merchant Ships, and Condemning others to the Gallies, upon pretence of having on Board, either ſome of 
his own miſerable Proteſtant Subjects, or their Effects ; And Laſtly, as he has for ſome years laſt paſt, endeavoured by Inſinuations and Promiſes of 
Aſſiſtance, to overthrow the Government of England ; So now by open and violent Methods, and the actual Invaſion of Our Kingdom of Ireland, in 
ſupport of Our Subjects in Arms, and in Rebellion againſt Us, he is promoting the utter Extirpation of Our good and Loyal Subjects in that Our 
Kingdom. 

Being therefore thus neceſſitated to take up Arms, and Relying on the help of Almighty God in Our juſt undertaking, We have thought fit to 
Declare, and do hereby Declare War againſt the French King, and that We will in Conjun&tion with Our Allies, Vigoroully Proſecute the ſame 
by Sea and Land ( ſince he hath ſo unrighteouſly begun it ) being aſſured of the hearty Concurrence and Affiftance of Our Subjects in ſupport of ſo 
good a Cauſe ; Hereby Willing and Requiring Our General of Our Forces, Our Commiſſioners for Executing the Office of High Admiral, Our 
Lieutenants of Our ſeveral Counties, Governours of Our Forts and Gariſons, and all other Officers and Soldiers under them, by Sea and Land, to 
do, and execute all a&s of Hoſtility in the Proſecution of this War againſt the French King, his Vaſſals and Subjects, and to oppole their Attempts, 
Willing and Requiring all Our Subjects to take Notice of the ſame, whom We henceforth ſtrictly forbid to hold any Correſpondence or Commu- 
nication with the ſaid French King, or his Subjects ; And becauſe there are remaining in Our Kingdoms many of the Subjects of the French King ; 
We de Declare and give Our Royal Word, that all ſuch of the French Nation as ſhall demean themſelves dutifully towards Us, and not Correſpond 
with Our Enemies, ſhall be ſafe in their Perſons and Eſtates, and free from. all moleſtation and, trouble of any kind. | 


(Given at Our (ourt at Hampton-Court the Seventh Day of May, 1689, In the Firſt Year of Our Reign, 
_ God Save King WILLIAM and Queen MART. 
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